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Our text starts off today with the proclaiming of shouting.  He says in 54:1, “Shout for joy.” He tells us later on that the mountains will lead forth in praise.  He tells us the trees will clap their hands.  What is the reason for this celebration?  We’re going to see in our text in chapters 54 – 57 of Isaiah the reasons why God tells His people to shout for joy.  We have in verse 10 of chapter 54 what I think is the binding glue for our text today.  So go to Isaiah 54:10.  Now you’ve done your homework and you’ve done your research and your commentaries and your observation worksheets, your word studies.  You’ve done a lot of work, so what I’m going to do is I’m going to take you and kind of bounce you around this text.  And I’m doing that because I understand you have studied it and you’re familiar with it. I don’t have to hold you by the hand and walk you through verse by verse.  I know you’re there.  So I want to take you through and show you a theme that works its way through these three chapters.  Here’s where I believe the theme is shown…
Isaiah 54:10 – “For the mountains may be removed and the hills may shake, but My lovingkindness will not be removed from you, and My covenant of peace will not be shaken…”  
There it is verse 10.  He tells us His covenant of peace will not be shaken.  He compares it to moving of mountains which we know doesn’t happen.  But He says even if they did, My covenant of peace will not be removed.  
So what we’re going to do today, is we’re going to work our way through and ask 2 questions.  
	What is this covenant of peace like?  And secondly -

Who is it for?
So we’ll make a list of what is it like. We’ll look at various things throughout these three chapters, working our way most likely through 54-57.  And we’ll come back and say, “Who is it for then?”  
Now if you haven’t already, let me suggest this book, written by Kay Arthur. It’s called, Our Covenant God, one of my favorite ones she’s ever done. She gives the whole picture.  It’s one of those threads that works it way through the whole Bible.  From the very beginning to the very end, we find out that our God is a covenant God.  What that means is that what He does is based upon promises that He has made in His covenant.  If you get that book sometime, after you finish Isaiah, this is a great study to take you through the Scriptures cover to cover looking at it from a covenantal prospective.
Now, let’s talk about what a covenant is.  First a covenant can be defined as an agreement or promise.  But better stated, it’s a bond.  It’s a bond. Now a bond is different than an agreement or promise because agreements and promises can easily be broken.  Right? They can easily be slipped away through. But if you think about a bond it literally has this implication, it is locked on to you.  Its gotcha! Or you got it.  It’s a bond, but it’s a bond made in blood.  Every time we go through and look at the Scriptures, you’ll see this isn’t just a legal agreement.  This isn’t something between two lawyers, this is actually an agreement that has with it implications of life and death.   In other words, it is a serious, serious bond.  If you were to break a covenant, you would not be sued, rather you would be killed.  You would lose your life.  But it’s a bond in blood.  
       3. And thirdly, its one that is sovereignly administered.  
In other words, this is not a covenant that is done,  a covenant is not done, that man comes up with and says, “Hey, God, I’ve been thinking about some things and you know, I want to make a deal with you.  My name’s Abraham and I’d love some kids.  How about I do this and You do that.  It’s never initiated in other words or defined by man.  It always comes top down.  Listen to what Mom says on page 55 describing about this characteristic of the divine covenant.  She’s quoting Robertson,  Palmer Robertson out of his book, The Christ of the Covenants and he says this, “A covenant is a bond in blood, sovereignly administered, no such thing as bargaining, bartering or contracting, characterized the divine covenants of Scripture.  The sovereign LORD of heaven and earth dictates the terms of His covenant.”  Then she goes on to say, “Such a statement is truth, but it will not be well received in our post modern times.  When men want to say truth is not universal or absolute and that our own interpretation should supersede the author’s intent or meaning.  We live in a time when everything is relative.  And it is relative to me.  I either accept something or reject it according to its therapeutic value to my well being.  Something is truth only if I accept it as truth.  To believe and accept this mistaken post modernistic philosophy is to buy into a lie that will ultimately destroy you.  The divine covenant is just that, divine.  Either you come to God on His terms, or you don’t come.  It’s that simple, it’s that clear and it really doesn’t matter what man thinks about it.”  Sounds like her, doesn’t it?  Very straight to the point. It really doesn’t matter.  
So a covenant is one that God initiates.  It’s a permanent one, and it’s one that has implications of life and death.  What is the covenant called in 54:10?  It’s a covenant of what?  Peace. Right, it’s called a covenant of peace.  Now which one is that?  I remember the Noahic Covenant, I remember the Abrahamic Covenant, Mosaic Covenant, Davidic Covenant, New Covenant.  Which one is the covenant of peace?  Yes, good, someone in the audience just said yes.  It is, it’s right, it doesn’t fit nice and neatly into just one of those although I’m going to take you into one of the covenants where I think it has its moorings, its foundations.  
Let’s go to 2 Samuel 7.  We don’t have the word “covenant” here, which in the Hebrew is berith. We don’t see that actual term there.  But later on in say chapter 23 verse 5 it is referred to as a berith, as a covenant.  In Psalm 89:3 it’s referred to as a berith, a covenant.  In Psalm 132:11-12 there again as a berith or a as covenant.  So we don’t have the actual word here but don’t be fooled by that, that doesn’t mean it’s not covenant by God.  It’s later referred, we have all the ingredients right?  If it quacks like a duck, if it walks like a duck, it’s a duck.  So we’ve got it quacking and walking like a covenant here.  
Now in chapter 7, David has finally found rest and peace. His enemies are at bay, and things are going well.  And here he is sitting in his paneled house, it must be really nice, he’s sitting in his paneled house and he says to Nathan the prophet, “You know, what is it? Why am I living in a house and my God, now we know God doesn’t live in a house, but my God represented as the ark of the covenant, living in a tabernacle.  Why isn’t He living in something as nice as I am?  You know what?  I want to build Him a house.  And so Nathan, without praying about it, Nathan immediately says, “Ok, do it.  The LORD is with you.”  And then God comes to Nathan, remember this, and God says, “No, it’s not time. It’s his son that is actually going to build the house.”  But then He brings these promises and look what He says starting in verse 8.
2 Samuel 7:8-9 – “Now therefore, thus you shall say to My servant David (This is God telling Nathan what to say.), ‘Thus says the LORD of Hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My people Israel.  I have been with you wherever you have gone and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make you a great name, like the names of the great men who are on the earth.”  
Ok, so far He tells us: I took you out of the pastures. I made you a ruler. I’ve defended you. I have planted you.  I have given you rest.  And so then he goes on to say, drop down to verse 11.
2 Samuel 7:11 – “…even from the day that I commanded judges to be over My people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies.  The LORD also declares to you that the LORD will make a house for you.”  
And you see that God has just flipped it there.  The conversation started off with David wanted to make a house for God, and God said, “No, no, you misunderstood, I’m going to make a house for you.”  It’s not just a physical, you know walls and doors and roof.  This is more of a kingdom house. But look how He describes it, verse 12.
2 Samuel 7:12-16 – “When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom.  He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom (For the next 20 years, no, no. You’re listening, that’s not correct, right?) forever.  I will be a Father (God will) to him (What He is doing now is He is speaking of those who will come from David, specifically Solomon.) and he will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of men and the strokes of the sons of men, but (Even in that correction) My lovingkindness shall not depart from him.  As I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you,  your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever.”  
Your house, your kingdom, your throne is going to last, how long? Forever.  So we know that, 1 – enemies can’t take this covenant away, because He said, “I will defend you against your enemies.”  We know that time cannot exhaust it, because it lasts how long?  Forever. There is no expiration date on this covenant.  And then thirdly, we even realize that sin itself can’t block in and break this covenant.  He says, “When your son commits iniquity, I will be a Father to him and I will discipline him or chastise him.”  Right? So this is a solid covenant, this is not a temporary covenant.   This is one that we find out as we go through Scripture points back and we find out who is the one who is going to sit on the throne of David, eventually.  Jesus, exactly right. He is the Messiah.  
And so we start off and we go back to Isaiah 54.  We start off with this covenant of peace.  So, my question, where does this covenant of peace come from?   Well, we have a lot of implications, like one of our brothers has already said it’s kind of all of the covenants, it kind of is the over arching covenant working its way through.  But it finds its roots in the covenant God made with David, which will last forever.  
Let’s start, let’s ask, what is this covenant like?  The first thing I want to point out from the text is in the beginning of our text, 54:1.  Remember how it starts?  
Isaiah 54:1 – “’Shout for joy, O barren one, you who have borne no child; break forth into joyful shouting and cry aloud, you who have not travailed; for the sons of the desolate (That’s equivalent to the barren one.) one will be more numerous than the sons of the married woman,’ says the LORD.”  
What is the call to action in verse 1?  He says to do what? To shout.  
Go to 55, Isaiah 55:12, Here it say, “You will go out with joy, and be led forth with peace (What kind of joy, what kind of peace?); the mountains and the hills will break forth into shouts of joy before you (I mean it is just like creation itself is up on tiptoes shouting and proclaiming.  What does it say about the trees?), and all the trees of the field will clap their hand.”   It’s like creation can’t hold back its joy.  There’s so much joy, why?  Because in 54:1, because it’s a desolate one, it’s a barren one. The call to the barren and desolate one is to let it out, to shout for joy.  Why? Because the desolation is over.  The barrenness is over.  Here comes my children, I’m coming out with joy and peace and I’m filled with gladness and it says, all the world will be celebrating.  So the first thing you see about this covenant of peace is…
What is the Covenant like?
	A covenant worth celebrating.

Amen?!   Do you ever wonder sometimes when you look at us Christians and you go what’s wrong with us?  We’re just so grumpy, tired, so somber faced.  And yet when we read our Book, our Book has tons of explanations for why we should be celebrating.  I go to a Presbyterian Church and if you do this (raise your hands) I mean it’s getting out of hand.  Two of these and woo.  Why aren’t churches filled with joy?  We should be celebrating.  So this covenant of peace is worth celebrating.  
The second thing I want you to see is in 54:8.
Isaiah 54:8 – “In an outburst of anger I hid My face from you for a moment (Now this is not God losing His temper. Be very clear, God does not lose His temper.  God is not like us where His emotions have to be pulled back.  He is always and completely in control of His feelings and thoughts.  But here it can be literally defined as a surge or an overwhelming or overflowing.  In other words, His anger and His passion for us is beginning to show itself.  So it’s the way God talks to us sometimes.  He talks to us like little kids.  He is using man terms to describe His feelings, called anthropomorphic.It’s when He says, “I want to talk to you like you can understand Me.  I lost it. It’s kind of what He is saying.  I was so mad that I had an outburst, a surge of anger.   I had a burst of anger and I hid My face from you for a minute.); but with everlasting lovingkindness (Now next to that, write out this word, Hesed.  Hesed is an awesome Biblical word, a Hebrew word.  It is not just love and it is not just faithful, it is covenantal faithful. It is down to your toes faithful.  It is deep-rooted kindness.  It is never the love that comes in lip service only.  When God expresses “Hesed,” things happen, people change, nations flip, restoration occurs.) I will have compassion on you,” says the LORD your Redeemer.”
WHAT IS THE COVENANT LIKE?
	A covenant worth celebrating.

Hesed – covenantal faithfulness.
It involves the “”hesed of the LORD, or an everlasting compassion.  Look up verse 4.
Isaiah 54:4 – “Fear not, for you will not be put to shame; and do not feel humiliated, for you will not be disgraced; but you will forget the shame of your youth.  And the reproach of your widowhood you will remember no more.”  What is He saying is going to go away there?  Look at those words: shame, humiliation, disgrace, reproach.  He is saying, “This is not just a God who says, ‘Listen, I’m the King, follow Me, get in line, let’s go.”’  But this is a God who is willing to come down on His knees and to get at our level and begin to wipe off and clean off reproach and shame. These are mistakes that we have made.  These are decisions and lifestyle decisions that we have made in the past.  And He says, “I want to remove them from you.  I want to take that away from you.”  That is a God who is compassionate.  He’s a lovingkindness kind of God; He’s a God who is compassionate, which includes the removal of shame.
WHAT IS THE COVENANT LIKE?
	Hesed – covenantal faithfulness.   Compassionate, removal of shame

I love that. It’s not an ignoring of the shame.  We as humans are not able to remove shame from someone.  We’re not able to address it.  We’re not able to able to bring light to it.  But we cannot remove it from someone, but God can.  This is a covenant of peace.   It is worth celebrating.  It’s a covenant is filled with compassion and lovingkindness.  
Thirdly, according to verse 1 and 2 of 54.  It is one that will bring growth and expansion of the people.  
Isaiah 54:1 – He tells the desolate woman, shout, why?  Here come your children.  The thing you’ve been aching for, you’re empty womb has been craving the loss that you’ve had is now going to be filled.  Verse 2, here’s what I want you to do. This gives you a picture of how big it’s going to be.  I want you to go outside and enlarge your tent - “Enlarge the place of your tent; stretch out the curtains of your dwellings, spare not; lengthen your cords and strengthen your pegs, for you will spread abroad to the right and to the left, and your descendants will possess nations and will resettle the desolate cities.”  
You know how a tent works, right?  The further you spread it out, you can do that, but you lose height inside your tent, I’ve done this because I’ve got three daughters and sometimes we try to pile into one tent, so I have to try and spread it out.  You can’t really stand up in the tent.  It literally means take the peg and pull it out and stretch it as far as you can and stake it in. Why?  Because I want to bless your socks off.  There’s growth and expansion coming to you like you would not believe.  Your people will possess nations.  So this is not just a defined limited covenant that is only for a select small group.  It is a covenant of growth, and a covenant of expansion.
WHAT IS THE COVENANT LIKE?
	A covenant of growth and expansion.

Now in my studies I came across Zechariah 8. In Zechariah 8 he’s telling them, “I’m going to rebuild Jerusalem. “  This is funny because in Zechariah they’ve already kind of started the rebuilding process.  You remember this? They’ve started it but it’s nothing like the temple before and people are just struggling to keep the days going and keep the project going on the temple.  And the LORD speaks through the mouth of Zechariah to the people and He tells them in…
Zechariah 8:22 – “…many peoples and mighty nations will come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem and to entreat the favor of the LORD.”  
So what you have in Zech. 8 is this magnet thing going on.  A nation magnet. Now think with me history of Israel.  Has there ever been a time in the history of Israel where nations have come to Israel, to seek, and here’s a key word, wisdom?  Remember this, I Kings 10, King Solomon, remember Sheba said, “Can I give you some gold?  I mean, I have a whole bunch of gold, can I give you some gold?”  She wasn’t buying anything, she was just lavishing gifts.  The world was coming to the kingdom of Israel.  Here it is that times ten.  He says in the end people’s of mighty nations will come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem and to entreat the favor, I love this next phrase, it’s in verse 23.
Zechariah 8:23 – “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘In those days (Here’s a visual for you.) ten men  from all the nations will grasp the garment of a Jew saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.”’”  Do you see the picture?  They’re literally riding on his coattails.  They’re holding on, “If we could just hold on to you. Maybe we’ll find favor.  Maybe we’ll find blessing.”  So it’s a covenant of peace.  It’s one that is worth celebrating, it’s one that filled with compassion and lovingkindness, but it also one that is huge.  It has growth to it. It has dimension to it, in God’s blessing of it.  
Fourthly we find in Isaiah 54:17, that it is also one of protection.   Back up to…
Isaiah 54:14-17 – “In righteousness you will be established; you will be far from oppression, for you will not fear; and from terror, for it will not come near you, if anyone fiercely assails you it will not be from Me, whoever assails (attacks)you will fall because of you.  Behold, I Myself have created the smith who blows the fire of coals and brings out a weapon for its work; and I have created the destroyer to ruin. (Here’s the promise) No weapon that is formed against you will prosper; and every tongue that accuses you in judgment you will condemn.  This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD.  And their vindication is from Me…”  
This fourth thing that we see about it is that it is a covenant of protection.
WHAT IS THE COVENANT LIKE?
	A covenant worth celebrating.

Hesed – covenantal faithfulness.   
A covenant of growth and expansion.
A covenant of protection.
Don’t worry about your enemies. I’m the one that gives them breath.  That kind of nails the deal shut, doesn’t it?  You don’t have to worry about the guy making the sword. I’m the One that made the guy making the sword.  I control his breathing, his heart rate is in My hands.  I’m the one in charge here.  No weapon formed against you will find its success.  No condemnation will find its success.  It includes protection.  
Fifthly, it is sure.  Let’s look at Is. 54:9.  For our fifth one, we see that it is sure.  Who does He compare it to?  It is like the days of who?  Noah to me, when I swore that the waters of Noah would not flood the earth again.  So, in other words, in the same way, so I have sworn that I will not be angry with you nor will I rebuke you.  
In other words, God destroyed the earth with a flood.  But after that, He said, “Look at the rainbow in the sky.  This is a sign of My covenant, a bond in blood, sovereignly administered. This is a sign of My promise to you, My serious promise.  I will never destroy the world again with a flood.”  
And so we have this covenant here as one that is sure.  There is another place that shows it to us.  
It’s in 55:10 – “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there without watering the earth and making it bear and sprout, and furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater (In other words, even as the rain and the snow.); so will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; it will not return to Me empty.  Without accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.”  
So fifthly we see that it works.  We see that it is sure. It is solid. Its not wavering.  It is a sure or complete promise, one that can be trusted.  
WHAT IS THE COVENANT LIKE?
	A covenant that is sure.

And finally 6, what is the 6th thing we see?  In 55 verse 3, how does he describe the covenant?  Look what he says.
Isaiah 55:3 – “Incline your ear and come to Me.  Listen, that you may live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, according to the faithful mercies shown to David.”  
In other words, He’s going back to a covenant.  He says, “I want you to see this covenant.” What is the attribute that He shows us there?   It is everlasting.  It’s an everlasting covenant and which covenant does He go back to to highlight the idea of everlasting?  The Davidic Covenant or the covenant made with David as we saw in 2 Samuel 7:13 that says, his throne, his kingdom, his house, will last forever.  Time can’t exhaust it, enemies can’t take it away, and sin can’t break it.  That’s a sure covenant, an everlasting covenant.
	A covenant that is everlasting. 

So what did we learn about this covenant?  Would you say, that this covenant of peace is a bright light in the eyes of Israel?  Yeah. You remember the first 39 chapters of Isaiah?  If you were to give it one word, what would you use to describe the first 39 chapters?  Judgment.  To break it down shorter, whoa.  Judgment of God, but 40 starts off with what word?  Comfort.  Isn’t that a great way to start it off?  The second half of Isaiah start off with, “Comfort, comfort, O My people.”  Why?  The Messiah is coming.  He is bringing with Him a kingdom and a comfort, but He’s also bringing with Him - these are the guidelines, the rules, this is the deal -  it’s a covenant of peace.  It’s worth celebrating, shouting for joy.  It is a covenant that is marked with its compassion.  It is on its knees in lovingkindness.  It’s a covenant that is going to be demonstrated by the way it grows.  This is not some exclusive little clique or Christian culture.  But this is something that will eventually take over the world.  
Fourthly, it is one that brings protection.  
Fifthly, it is sure, solid.
Sixthly, it is everlasting, it will last forever.  

So, who then is this covenant for?  Let’s go to Isaiah 57:21, the very last verse of your text.  Who is it for?  We saw what is it like?  So let’s now ask, who gets this covenant?  Let’s start off with who doesn’t get it.
WHO GETS THIS COVENANT?
(Isaiah 57:21)
 Let’s just get that out of the way.  
Isaiah 57:21 – “There is no peace,” says my God, “for the wicked.”  
Could you get any clearer than that?  That’s a bottom line statement.  There is no peace for the wicked.  Now how do we define wicked?  Remember the first part of 57?  Actually, I think it starts in 56:9.  You see how He starts this dialogue in 56:9?  Remember that description He goes through there?  Basically verse 9 is an invitation, “Come on in, eat away, devour.” (10) Why?  Because they are blind, their watchmen aren’t alert. They’re drunk at the end of verse12.  “Tomorrow will be like today, only more so.” But then we see, as you did your homework, you saw, throughout the first 7, 8, 9 verses there, or ten verses.  You see that the people of Israel doing things that are horrible.  I mean they are doing things, let me just see if I can shock you a little bit.  They are trying to wake up the demonic gods that are that they want to worship.  Here’s one way that they try to wake them up.  This is true. They would take a baby and they would go to this statue called Molech.  And Molech was a tall bronze statue that had his arms out at a ninety degree angle.  And below those arms was a basin of which they would build a fire.  They would take their child, their baby, and lay it in the arms of Molech.  (Look at the TV) And then they would set a fire underneath it.  And then as the flames began to lick the bottom of this child, and it writhed in pain and it buckled, it dropped into the basin.  That was worship.  That was not forced upon the people. That was not some crazy dictator saying, “This is what it’s going to be.”  This was the will of the people.  
The other thing that they would do is make phallic symbols out of all these statues.  And they would turn the house of God into a house of orgies.  It was horrible.  This wasn’t Babylonians or Assyrians or Canaanites - this was the people who were under the covenant.  These are the ones who had given to them the Word of God.  These are the ones that God sent His prophets to them and said, “Listen, wake up, turn around, return, stop, cease, don’t you see what you are doing?  But they said, “It’s alright, we’ll worship God on Saturday and Molech on Friday.  We’ll go to the house and bring our sacrifices here, we’ll bring some sacrifices over there.”  They brought their children over here.  This is what’s going on in chapter 57.  They did it everywhere.  The oaks, the ravines, the crags, the mountains, I love verse 8, they did it where?  Behind doors, you know sin likes to hide, doesn’t it?  That’s who it’s not for, that’s pretty clear.  Who is it for? 

Let’s start off in 55:6-9 – “Seek the LORD while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near.  Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return to the LORD, and He will have compassion on him and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon, ‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,’ declared the LORD.  ‘For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts.’”  
Now I don’t know about you, but I’ve often looked at that verse or maybe stretched it a little bit out of context, and used it to describe things that are a mystery.  It’s a mystery. God’s ways aren’t our ways, so we can’t understand.  Is that what he is talking about?  No, because he mentions ways and thought before.  In verse 7, who is he talking about in verse 7? The righteous or the wicked?  The wicked, what do we see about the wicked?  
Isaiah 55:7-8 - “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts;” (His way and his thoughts.  Those are compared to, whose ways and thoughts?  Verse 8, those are compared to God’s.) “’…For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,”’ declares the LORD.”  
It a real simple call, when he says, seek the LORD while He may be found in verse 6, He’s saying this, “Line your agenda up with mine.  Take your values, take your agenda, and even though they are over here.  I want you to turn them and I want you to bring them back and put them next to Mine.”  
When I was a pastor, I would have people come and sit in my office and they would be wanting to get a divorce or one of them wanted get a divorce or one of them wanted to leave their spouse for another person.  And it used to set me off.  Here was their explanation, “Doesn’t God want me to be happy?”
 I remember when I was a young pastor, I wasn’t really patient and so I put my foot in my mouth a lot more than I do now, still do it, but I remember just saying, “Do you honestly think God is going to bless you if you decide to go against His agenda?”  He’s got a plan, He’s got some precepts, He’s got the law, His commands, His instructions that He’s given to you.  Do you honestly think there’s better life going against those?  Because if you do, we have a whole other conversation to have.  And yet that is what we often do, we often forget our ways aren’t His ways and all He says there in 6-9 is make your ways My ways.  Seek the LORD while He can be found.  Call upon Him while He is near.  What does that look like?  Well, it looks like forsaking your ways.  In other words, to call God, to follow God, includes forsaking another way.  It’s not a both thing. You can’t have Molech in your life and Jesus.  Right, they don’t go together. They’re contradictory to one another.  So if we’re going to follow God’s ways we to have to first forsake our ways, and align ourselves up to His agenda, to His ways.  
The first thing that we see –
WHO GETS THE COVENANT?
	Those who seek God

Who else is it for?  
        2.   The second thing I want you to see is, those who join themselves to God.  Look at 56.  I marked this in my observation, in verse 3 & 6 I see a phrase tied to foreigners.  Do you see a phrase tied to foreigners?  
Isaiah 56:3 – “Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the LORD say,”(and then he goes on to describe some things) 6-“ Also the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to Him…”  
This is great, we have here and in 56.  We have here a description of who is this for.  And in your homework, you made a chart.  You went through and said who are the different groups and what do we see about them?  Looking at verses 3 & 6, who is the group addressed here?  A foreigner. It’s not just any old foreigner, it’s a foreigner who has bound/joined himself, that’s kind of that alignment thing I was talking about.  It’s a foreigner that says, “I’m not in the covenant people of God.  I was not born in one of the twelve tribes of Jacob, but I want to be one, I want to join.”  As you did your homework, what does it say the foreigner does?  It worships on the Sabbath.  Whose idea is the Sabbath? God’s.  Was that a pretty important law for the people of Israel?  Yeah, so it’s not just a non-Jew who says, I like to be inside the club, can you put me on the list.  It is one who says, “I’m willing to take my schedule, my calendar, my way of doing life. I’m ready to take the Sabbath and make it part of my life.”  That’s a foreigner who has joined himself to God.  
So then we also have another group described there.  Who is the other group?  Eunuchs.  Without getting too graphic, a eunuch is one who is a damaged male.  This is amazing. Look at places like – Deuteronomy 23:1; Leviticus 21:20 – you can do your cross references from there.  You’ll find out that God would not allow a eunuch into the assembly of God, into His house. He would not allow a eunuch to bring a sacrifice.  This was God’s idea. This was not a Jewish thing that was put on top of the law of God, these were God’s commands.
 Do you remember in Acts 8:26-31 when Philip was walking along and he came across an Ethiopian Eunuch? And what was he reading, Isaiah, right.  I love his comment, “You understand what you’re reading?” “What, are you kidding me?  How can I understand unless someone tells me?”  We understand that a little bit don’t we, after studying Isaiah.  I wonder what his face looked like when he got to chapter 56?  Look at what he says about the eunuch. I love verse 4-5.
Isaiah 56:4-5 – “…to the eunuchs who keep My Sabbaths (It’s not just a eunuch who wants to join himself, it’s a eunuch who wants to join himself by keeping the laws of God, by keeping His agenda, making it his own), and choose what pleases Me, and hold fast My covenant (The description is, the eunuch who keeps My Sabbath, chooses what pleases Me and hold fast My covenant.), to them I will give (WHERE) in My house and within My walls a memorial…”  
You see it, the door just opened.  And we’re going to look at it in just a minute, it’s the door of the Gospel.  It’s the door that Jesus Himself opens.  To them I will give in My house a memorial, within My walls and what will it be?  “A name better than that of sons and daughters; (A eunuch couldn’t have children or make or create children.) I will give them an everlasting name which will not be cut off.”  
Who is this covenant of peace with?  Is it just for the elite?  Is it just for those who have the blood of Jacob running through their veins?  No, it’s also for the foreigner. It’s also for the eunuch. Also in verse 8 it’s for the dispersed of Israel.  This joining yourself to God, it includes making His ways your ways which we’ve already read.  My thoughts not your thoughts, My ways not your ways.  It means lining yourself up with God’s  agenda.  
Thirdly, it is restoring those that are outcast.  
WHO GETS THE COVENANT?
	Those who seek God.

Those who join themselves to God.
The outcasts.
I want to show you this in the New Testament.  Go with me to Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.  When you get there, put your hand in chapter 2, and then let’s go back also to Isaiah 57:18.
Isaiah 57:18-19 – “I have seen His ways, but I will heal him; I will lead him and restore comfort to him and to his mourners, creating the praise of the lips.  Peace, peace to him who is far and to him who is near,” says the LORD, “And I will heal him.”  
So in 18, God says He’s going to bring what to the person?  He’s going to bring healing to them. He will restore their comfort.  He will do that by creating their praise of their lips on verse 19, two words repeated there what?  Peace, peace to him who is far and to him who is near.  Keep your hand here and go to Ephesians 2.  Paul in this letter is writing to a church and he has over and over…using the phrase, “In Christ.”  And he’s describing this dynamic of being in Christ.  
Ephesians 2:11-12 – “Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called ’uncircumcision’  by the so called ‘circumcision,’ which is performed in the flesh by human hands, remember that you were at that time separate from Christ (What does that mean to be ‘separate from Christ?’ He tells us and he’s talking about Gentiles.), excluded from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  
There is a list there that shows the dire situation of the Gentiles.  You were formerly excluded or separated from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, strangers to the covenants of promise, and thirdly, having no hope and without God in the world.  Would you say that’s a pretty dark place to be?  He’s about to tell us how this is solved.  We’ve got some of the people of this world are in the light, some of them are in the commonwealth of Israel, not strangers to the covenant of promise.  They are the ones who received directly the covenant of promise. We know them to be the Hebrews, the Jews.  But he’s talking to the Gentiles here and he says you used to be that way.  But look at verse 13, everything changes.
Ephesians 2:13 – “But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.”
You who were formerly over here, excluded, strangers, separated from God, not a part of the covenants of promise.  You were far off. You’ve now been brought back to the covenants, back to the commonwealth of Israel, back to the promises of God.  How?  Because you decided to line up with Him, you decided you wanted to be a Hebrew, you wanted to sign the card tell me what to do?  It was by the blood of Christ.  
Look what comes next, he describes Jesus.
Ephesians 2:14-22 – “For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall by abolishing in His flesh (He’s talking about the cross.) the enmity, which is the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two (The far off and the near) into one new man,  Thus establishing peace, and might reconcile them both in one body to God through he cross, by it having put to death the enmity.”  
(Look at verse 17, does this verse sound familiar?) “And He came and He preached peace to you who were far away, and peace to those who were near…”  (What’s he quoting?  Isaiah 57:19.) “For through Him we both (The far and the near, the Jew and the Gentile) have our access in one Sprit to the Father.  So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints.  And are of God’s household (I want to add there, foreigners and eunuchs who have joined themselves to the LORD, now a part of God’s household.), having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together is growing into a holy temple in the LORD, in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.”  
That is such good stuff.  To make it real clear to you, what he is doing in Isaiah in the first 39 chapters he is saying this is what is going to happen if you decide to turn your back on me.  There will be judgment.  But in chapter 40 the message changes.  Now He doesn’t change His mind, but the message comes with a new flavor to it and it is a message of hope.  And this message of hope starts off with, what word?  Comfort, O Comfort My people.  Why, because God has gotten tired of disciplining you and He’s given up?  No, He is sending who, Jesus, His Messiah, His Servant.  
Now last week we looked at chapter 53.  And we saw the extent God will go to to bring those who are far off near.  To reconcile those who were once separated from the covenant, can I say, the Covenant of Peace.  I’ve now been brought near.  How?  Only one way. It is through the blood of Jesus Christ.  That is what reconciles us to God.  That is what Isaiah 53 is saying with both feet.  “Surely our griefs He Himself bore.” Isaiah 53:3-6  He who was despised and rejected we esteemed Him not.  We thought Him stricken, smitten, afflicted of God.  We all like sheep have gone astray.   But what did He do?  He took the iniquities of us and placed them on His Son.  So that you and I who were once far off, strangers to the covenant of peace can now be brought back and now we can fit into this list right here.  For whom is this covenant?   It is for those who join themselves to the LORD.  It is for those who seek God and for those who are even outcast, removing their shame from them.  
Now how is it done?  Is it made from a commitment?  Is it made by a decision?  Is it made by walking down some aisle?  Is it made by signing some card?  Is it made by being elected to some position?  No.  It is only through the blood of Jesus Christ.  The cross is what brings us who are far away, now near.  
Let me ask you my friend, do you know this Jesus I speak of?  Do you know this reconciliation?  Do you understand this covenant of peace that is worth celebrating, that is filled with His compassion, and the removal of your shame.  Are you familiar with a covenant that brings with it growth and protection, and surety and covenant that will never fail and will never run out of gas?  Oh, my friend if you do not know this Jesus, we invite you to come down with open arms that you might receive the blessings of the covenant of peace.  For Isaiah says the mountains may move, but this covenant of peace will never, ever be shaken or removed.

